
Progression of Punctuation 

 Capital 
letters and 
full stops 

Question 
marks 
and 

exclamati
on marks 

Commas 
in a list 

Apostrophes 
for singular 
possession 

and 
contraction 

Inverted 
commas 

for 
direct 
speech 

Apostrop
hes for 
plural 

possession 

Internal 
speech 

punctua
tion 

Use of 
commas 
after 

fronted 
adverbials 

Brackets, 
dashes or 
commas to 
indicate 

parenthesis 

Commas 
for 

ambiguity 

Semi-
colon, 

colon and 
dash to 

mark the 
boundary 

Colons, 
semi-
colons 

within a 
list 

Hyphens Ellipsis 

EYFS ✓ 
(Emerging) 

             

Year 
1 

✓ ✓             

Year 
2 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓           

Year 
3 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓          

Year 
4 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓       

Year 
5 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓     

Year 
6 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 


